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AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
September 21, 2021 

Town Selectboard Meeting Item: 5b 
Submitted by:  Tracy Yarlott-Davis, Town Manager 

 
Subject: Unpermitted Shelters 
 
Background: 
At the September 7th Selectboard meeting, there was public comment about a number of unpermitted 
shelters that people may be living in. This agenda memo provides information on what Town staff have 
learned since then and the current situation. 
 
Discussion: 
None of the structures are on Town-owned land.  Some are on state property, another on what is likely 
Railroad property, and another is on property owned by Great River Hydro. 
 
The Town Health Officer has the responsibility to inspect the areas for health and safety violations.  
These can include things like waste, needles, or standing water. The Health Officer has his own process 
and authority to issue notices of violation, issue emergency health order, and through health orders can 
issue fines up to $200 per day plus court expenses. 
 
In an effort to provide those property owners with complete and accurate information about permitting 
structures, fire regulations, and trespassing regulations, Hartford Police Department Deputy Chief Brad 
Vail mailed a certified letter outlining these rules and regulations in the Town. 
 
A zoning permit is needed for any accessory use or accessory structure that is not defined as a farm 
structure or is a handicapped ramp.  These accessory uses or structures require approval from the 
Planning Commission and/or the Zoning Board of Adjustment depending on the specifics of each 
proposed use or structure. We provided the contact information of our Zoning Administrator if the 
property owners would like to obtain a permit for any structures on their property. 
 
The Town requires the landowner or their authorized agent to obtain a permit for a fire. There is no 
charge for a permit.  Burn permits may not be issued during dry weather or windy days that increase the 
risk of a wildfire. Unpermitted fires can result in the property owner receiving a Vermont Fire 
Prevention Ticket which will result in court action and a fine for each day of violation, in addition to 
having to pay the cost of the fire department’s response to extinguish the fire. 
 
Since Town staff often get asked about the regulations around trespassing, we also provided property 
owners with information on posting their property and how to provide the Police Department with their 
property information and their need to not have trespassers on their property.  This is also helpful when 
property owners do not want hunting or foraging on their property.  
 
Our intent is to provide information and educate property owners on what the Town of Hartford is 
required to enforce for the safety of our residents. We also aim to circumvent individual questions and 
concerns about trespassing by proactively providing that information. 


